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PRISON CONSTRUCTION 

295. Mr M.W. SUTHERLAND to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

Given the government is now well underway with the largest prison infrastructure program in the state’s history, 
can the minister please inform the house how the program is progressing and how the operational capacity of 
prisons compares with prisoner population growth?  

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

I thank the member for his question. When the Liberal–National government took office it was committed to 
improving the capacity and conditions inside our prison system. Indeed the target set for my department, through 
my office, is that between May 2009 and June 2014 we intend to add 2 590 beds. That represents a capital 
infrastructure program of $656 million. That is certainly unprecedented. It is a very challenging task, but it is my 
pleasure to provide a report on how it has progressed to date. Up to the end of this financial year, 30 June 2010, 
937 beds will be added plus all the required additional support infrastructure. That has been done in a very quick 
and cost-effective way. The first way that has been achieved is through the double-bunking of existing cells. All 
of that has been undertaken by prison industries. That is dovetailing into our training and education programs. 
Also within that 937-bed increase, we have used demountable facilities and refurbished existing facilities that 
were badly underutilised, notwithstanding the overcrowding that existed under the previous government. There 
are now 120 extra beds in demountables at Karnet Prison Farm. Pardelup Prison Farm has been completely 
refurbished and has 80 extra beds—again, all carried out by prison industries with prison labour. There are 74 
extra beds in the refurbished areas at Wooroloo Prison Farm and at Greenough Regional Prison, through the use 
of demountables. In 2010–11, the target is for 730 new beds and support infrastructure into the prison system. 
There will be 90 extra beds in work camps at Wyndham, Warburton and Dowerin; no doubt the relevant 
members will be pleased to hear that. In fact, work camps are so popular now that local communities are 
advocating for them and lobbying to have a work camp in their local areas. That is because of the great work 
they do in communities. There will be 640 new beds at Casuarina Prison, Hakea Prison and Albany Regional 
Prison. There will be an 80-bed young adult facility, originally the idea of the Minister for Police, in the member 
for Jandakot’s electorate. There will be a new 30-bed women-only unit at Greenough Regional Prison to relieve 
pressure at Bandyup Women’s Prison. That is a further 730 beds over the coming financial year. In the longer 
term, there will be the 350-bed eastern Goldfields regional prison, to replace the very poor facility that exists 
there. There will also be 387 extra beds at Acacia Prison. 

In summary, it is very pleasing to report that for the first time in a very long time, on the key measure of 
operational bed capacity versus actual prison population, the capacity now exceeds the population. To put that on 
a human scale, the sad reality is that when the prison population exceeds the bed capacity—as it sadly has over 
the first part of this government’s term and did for a very long time under the previous government—it 
represents mattresses on cell floors. It is unacceptable for prisoners to be housed in such conditions. As of 11 
June 2010, we have an operational bed capacity of 5 002 and a prison population of 4 813. For the first time in a 
very long time, we actually have excess capacity based on the infrastructure program that the government has 
successfully delivered over the past 18 months. That is something we have not had for a very long time, and 
something about which my department should be very proud indeed. 
 


